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Application Process
November – December: Applications received
January – April: 1:1 interviews with every applicant
Summer: Taster day (pre-summer break); registration 
day; induction day.

Location and Facilities
Considering our proximity to central London, Burlington 
Danes is blessed with a surprisingly green and spacious 
campus. Our purpose built Performing Arts and Sixth 
Form Centre (opening early 2010) provides a state of 
the art learning space exclusively for our Sixth Form. 
Substantial investment in ICT means that students enjoy 
free access to PCs and Apple Macs. 

Enrichment
Delivering a challenging and engaging curriculum is of 
course our priority, yet we know that students need to 
develop skills and experiences beyond the classroom, 
both for their own wellbeing, and to strengthen their 
applications for university courses and employment. 
Early in Year 12 Sixth Form students and staff embark 
on an overnight Life Skills trip, developing competencies 
such as communication, problem-solving and teamwork. 
Throughout their two years with us students will be 
encouraged to take part in community leadership, both 
in the academy and in the wider community. Our literacy 
programme, for example, pairs Sixth Formers with 
students in Key Stage 3 who are catching up on their 
reading skills. Each morning begins with an assembly 
or an advisory session, with a regular focus on current 
affairs and the wider world. Finally, regular visits 
from outside speakers provide our students with the 
confidence and drive to embrace the world beyond BDA. 

9



8 9

General information
Expectations
What students CAN EXPECT FROM US

• �Challenging lessons that are carefully 
planned and skillfully delivered

• �Pastoral support from a designated tutor

• �Personalised university and careers advice

• Access to first class facilities and        	  	
   resources

• To be treated as young adults 

What we expect from students

• Consistent attendance and punctuality

• Manage your workload and meet  
    assignment deadlines

• Work hard to reach your full potential

• Comply with our smart-business   		
   dress code

• Abide by our culture of respect and 		
    maturity

Student Leadership
We are committed to providing rigorous leadership 
opportunities for Sixth Form students. The Head Boy 
and Head Girl of the whole academy are selected 
from the Sixth Form, giving two students experience 
of speaking at key events and representing nearly 
1000 young people! Beyond these positions, every 
student is expected to demonstrate leadership skills. 
We support this through our COPE qualification, 
internal Community Leadership initiatives and external 
opportunities provided by other agencies, such as 
Envision and Young Enterprise.

Beyond Sixth Form
Our focus throughout Sixth Form is to prepare students 
with the self-confidence to thrive in the adult world. We 
expect all of our students to apply for Higher Education, 
and we offer step-by-step guidance throughout the 
process, from selecting a course to attending interviews. 
An unusually high proportion of BDA staff attended 
top universities, with several being graduates of Oxford 
or Cambridge. As such, our teachers are well placed 
to offer the detailed advice that many Sixth Forms 
struggle to provide, such as the different approaches 
to learning at different universities. We are aware too 
that some students will choose to go straight into full-
time employment.  These students will benefit from the 
vocational elements of our BTEC courses, as well as our 
close links with Connexions.
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A Week in the Life
A TYPICAL 30-HOUR SIXTH FORM WEEK
WILL COMPRISE OF:

• �20 hours lesson time 
• �4 hours independent learning time
• �2 hours tutorial / assembly
• 1.5 hours Supplementary Studies
• 1.5 hour community leadership
   (e.g. mentoring younger students) or sport
• 1 hour Religious and Cultural Studies  

Religious Character
Burlington Danes Academy is a church 
school which provides religious education 
and collective worship in accordance with 
the tenets of the Church of England. The 
Sixth Form will share this Christian ethos, 
while recognising the diversity of beliefs 
amongst our students and staff.

Access for All
Our Sixth Form will work closely with 
the SEN (Special Educational Needs) and 
EAL (English as an Additional Language) 
departments in our 11-16 Academy. We will 
provide personalised support to allow all 
students to access the curriculum. 

EMA
The Educational Maintenance Allowance 
(EMA) is a weekly payment provided by the 
government to encourage students to stay 
in full-time education beyond the age of 16. 
Eligibility depends on students’ household 
income. More information can be found at 
www.ema.direct.gov.uk




