




[…our vision for  
The Academy…]      

High expectations for 
achievement and behaviour
We are determined that each of our 
students  makes sufficient progress that 
by the time they finish school they have 
real choices: to go on to further and 
higher education or to pursue the career 
of their choice.  To do this, they will need 
a high level of skills, a strong work ethic 
and confidence in themselves. Burlington 
Danes Academy is characterised by high 
expectations for both achievement and 
behaviour, and the quality of teaching in 
the classroom consistently motivates our 
students to produce excellent work. 

Support for the whole child:  
academic, social, emotional
We are committed to providing an 
excellent education to all children in 
our West London community.  We offer 
rigorous and engaging classes, as well as 
a variety of learning experiences outside 
the school that exposes students to the 
range of opportunities life offers.  We 
have worked hard to create a nurturing 
environment that supports the personal 
development of each student, and ensures 
that every child is cared for and safe. 

We believe in the potential of 
every young person who attends 

Burlington Danes Academy.  Through 
our vision of ‘Achieving through Belief’ 
we are creating a school which gives 
every child the best start in life. 
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Religious character
Burlington Danes Academy is a church 
school with a close relationship with the 
Diocese of London. The academy provides 
religious education and collective worship 
in accordance with the tenets of the 
Church of England. Many parents choose 
the Burlington Danes Academy to help 
their child develop their own set of beliefs 
within a Christian ethos.

Core curriculum
At Burlington Danes Academy, the 
curriculum is organised so that each 
student reaches or exceeds their expected 
year level in English and mathematics 
as quickly as possible. All students 
are placed in ability groups. These are 

frequently reviewed and the biannual 
examinations ensure that students and 
parents are always aware of the progress 
that their child is making.

Specialisms
Burlington Danes Academy has specialist 
status in mathematics and performing 
arts. Through the maths specialism we 
help students develop sound mathematical 
understanding and essential numeracy 
skills while enjoying the creative and 
practical applications of mathematics. 

The performing arts specialism reflects 
our commitment to providing a rich 
variety of experiences that engage 
students and opportunities for creative 

Part of a network of schools
As a Church of England School, we are 
committed to educating students of the 
Christian faith, of other faiths and of 
no faith. As part of the emerging ARK 
network of schools, Burlington Danes 
Academy is already benefiting from 
the shared resources and expertise this 
network brings, as well as continuing its 
links with other local schools, the London 
Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham and 
the Diocese of London.

Pastoral care
One of the things that make Burlington 
Danes Academy special is how we care for 
each of our students. We believe students 
learn best when they belong to a calm, 

orderly and welcoming community, in 
which all teachers and students know and 
respect each other. To make this happen, 
we have organised the Academy as a set 
of three small schools of no more than 
330 students, each with its own teaching 
and social space. 

Year 7 is a small school with the core 
purpose of ensuring that transition from 
primary to secondary is smooth and 
students build on  their past achievement 
yet are also given a fresh start. The Head 
of Year 7 is able to really work closely 
with parents and primary schools so that 
pupils’ strengths are identified early. The 
other two small schools are year 8/9 and 
year 10/11.
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English as an additional 
language 
Burlington Danes Academy provides a 
coordinated approach to students whose 
first language is not English. EAL students 
benefit greatly from an emphasis on the 
core curriculum, extra support until they 
reach expected levels in English and not 
being initially overwhelmed by a variety of 
subjects which are inaccessible to them. 

We work closely with EAL students to 
ensure that they learn English quickly and 
thoroughly working one to one and with 
small groups of students to accomplish 
this.  The EAL team also ensures subject 
staff are fully trained to support EAL 
students in their classes. 

Physical education
Our PE programme provides both exercise 

expression and for life beyond school. 
We believe that the ability to channel 
creativity is a vital and enriching skill for 
every student. 

In 2009 we will have a brand new 
Performing Arts Centre. We will have 
music studios, a recording studio and a 
theatre that can seat an audience of 300. 

Special educational needs 
Burlington Danes Academy has a strong 
philosophy of supporting each student’s 
individual learning needs, so that all 
students can achieve their potential. 

We have a comprehensive programme 

of support for students with special 
educational needs. The academy follows 
the revised Code of Practice in identifying, 
assessing and supporting students with 
special educational needs.  

The Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator (SENCO) leads a team of 
seven Learning Support Assistants. 
Assistants are attached to a small school, 
working in classrooms alongside teachers 
with small groups and individual students 
who need additional help. The team  
works closely with other support services 
to meet each child’s needs and also  
runs a daily after-academy homework  
club for pupils.
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and health education, underpinning 
the Academy’s commitment to healthy 
living.  Our high expectations of student 
achievement are reflected in our deliberate 
focus on performance and competition.

PE is compulsory during the first five years 
of students’ education at the Academy. 
It includes a wide range of experiences 
aimed at developing perseverance, 
teamwork, resilience, and self-discipline, 
and offers both team and individual sports. 
From aged 14, students are able to choose 
PE as an examination subject.

Sports also provide a link with the 
local community. Through the Sports 
Development Programme, our  
PE staff will be working all year round in 
local primary schools.

Extracurricular
A student’s education should extend well 
beyond the classroom. Extracurricular and 
‘enrichment’ activities are an important 
part of the educational experience we 
provide for all our students.  
We have our own Extended School 
Coordinator who is responsible for 
providing an extensive range of extra- 
curricular opportunities and external 
partnerships in the arts and sports, 
with five hours per week of after school 
programming.

The Academy day and year 
The day runs from 8.30am to 3.30pm 
Mondays to Fridays, with planned after-
academy activities everyday. Details of 
these are sent home in the first few weeks 
of the new academy year. 
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